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AGED BY NARRATIVE
LEONIE UNKEL

KATIE JACQUES

Popular self-help discourse encourages fostering a relationship with the self that is not only intimate, but
familial. Therapeutic models like “inner child work” and “self-parenting” require approaching the self as an
internally multiple network of differently aged kin. Drawing on cultural theory and the history of philosophy,
psychology, literary fiction, and life writing, this talk traces how the kin within are aged, i.e., ascribed age and
perform age, through kin-like care toward the self. Moving between nineteenth-century and twenty-first
century texts, from Dickens’ A Christmas Carol to RuPaul’s memoir The House of Hidden Meanings, this talk
explores the centrality of age and aging in the modern cultural practice of “autokinship.”

Katie Jacques is a doctoral candidate at the University of Kassel, where she is writing a cultural history of age
from the U.S. American Civil War to the Civil Rights Era.

This talk examines how ageing and later life are represented in Belgian fiction films from 1945 to 2022. It
focuses on the representations themselves and on the discourses through which they are constructed. The
Belgian context, with its linguistic and cultural divisions, allows for comparison and shows how depictions of
older adults have evolved or remained stable over time. The talk analyses the implications of ageist tropes
and narrative frameworks. It also highlights emerging alternatives that aim for more inclusive portrayals of
later life, developed through collaborations with older adults and attention to their perspectives on
on‑screen representation.

Femke De Sutter is a postdoctoral researcher at Ghent University (Belgium), studying how Belgian filmmakers
shape on‑screen representations of ageing and later life.

Leonie Unkel is a PhD candidate in a German Research Foundation-funded project at the Catholic University of
Eichstätt-Ingolstadt, Germany. Her research focuses on life writing, age/ing, narratology, and place in contemporary
comic art.

DR. FEMKE DE SUTTER

Situating Age/ing and/in Place: Narrative Negotiations in Comics

Age and Autokinship: Aging the Kin Within from Dickens to RuPaul

Ageing on Screen: Eight Decades of Belgian Film 

Due to the interplay of their visual and verbal levels, comics offer a productive place for negotiating
representations of marginalized groups (El Refaie 2012, Chute 2010). In my research I join questions around
the representation of age/ing with theories from comics narratology. In the centre is the connection of
age/ing and place. I argue that comics as a spatial medium offers a unique environment for situating ageing
bodies with place. An analysis with a narratological lens highlights dynamic tensions between varied
representations of age/ing and embodied reading practices, allowing for a constant (un)doing and cocreation
of age/ing and place.
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