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One of the lines of research within the project “PRO-SUEDAD. Intergenerational relationships to
challenge ageism” has been to look into the works of contemporary female writers within the
European context in order to discern to what extent Sontag’s ‘double standard of ageing’ is still
present in these works and in what ways intergenerational relationships depicted in the fiction
question ageist conceptions within female ageing. To do so, Maricel Oré Piqueras, Emma
Domingue-Rué and Veronica Vizcaino have focused on the research of female writers who have
been developing their writing career over the last three decades (if not longer). In this academic
conversation, the three researchers will present the continuities and discontinuities within the
fiction of Deborah Moggach (British), Maria Barbal (Catalan), Elena Ferrante (Italian) and Jackie
Kay (Scottish) in relation to the concerns and hopes of their female protagonists within the
oeuvre of each writer as well as in comparison to the first seminal works of Sontag, Gullette,
Woodward and Wyatt-Brown on fiction and female ageing. Moreover, the researchers have
organised two reading clubs in the Public Library in Lleida, in which some of these works were
discussed with intergenerational groups of readers.
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