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DR. BORJA MÉNDEZ SANTIAGO

DR. SARA CASAMAYOR

Borja Méndez Santiago holds a PhD in Gender and Diversity from the University of Oviedo, Spain.
His research expertise includes gender history, the history of childhood, youth and old age, and the
history of disabilities.

Plutarch and the Aged Statesmen. Two Selected Examples from
the Parallel Lives

This lecture deals with the topic of the aged statesman in
Plutarch's Parallel Lives by two selected examples: Camillus (c.
446-365 BC), a very old politician who was repeteadly forced by
the Roman populace to hold the highest magistracies (including
the dictatorship) in times of crisis, and Appius Claudius Caecus
(c. 340-273 a.C.), who left a self-imposed retirement because of
his blindness to deliver a famous speech before the Senate,
convincing his fellow senators of the necessity of resuming
hostilities against the Epirotan army.

Old Age in the Exemplary Literature of Livy and Valerius
Maximus

This lecture deals with the role of old age in Roman exemplary
literature through the works of two authors from the first
century B.C.E. to the first century C.E., Livy and Valerius
Maximus. Through the analysis of those episodes in which older
people play a central role, the talk addresses the meaning of old
age in the examples and its relationship with the Roman culture
at the beginning of the Empire. 

Sara Casamayor is substitute lecturer at the University of Salamanca, Spain. She researches the
intersection between gender and aging in Rome.


